Editorial Note

Eiji Hisamatsu
Director, Research Center for World Buddhist Cultures

We are pleased to offer readers the second volume of the Journal of World Buddhist
Cultures. This issue includes 9 articles written by scholars from around the world who
have participated in symposia and workshops held at Ryukoku University in 2018.

In 2017 the Research Center for World Buddhist Cultures at Ryukoku University
concluded two academic exchange agreements and, based on these agreements, held
two seminars in 2018. The first, “The Silk Road in the Manuscript Age,” took place on
August 22 at the Omiya Campus as a result of the cooperative agreement between
Ryukoku and the Lushun Museum in China to conduct research on items collected by
the “Otani Expeditions” that are now variously owned by both institutions. During this
international symposium, established and younger researchers from China and Japan
delivered presentations of their current work on the spread of manuscripts along the Silk
Road and the history, Buddhism and literature of the area. The second, “Japanese
Buddhism and Debate (rongi),” was held at Omiya Campus on May 13 thanks to the
comprehensive agreement created between Ryukoku and the Research Center for
Cultural Heritage and Texts (CHT) in the Graduate School of Humanities, Nagoya
University (finalized in January 2018). This international symposium focusing on
debate (rongi) in Japanese Buddhist traditions consisted of a keynote lecture titled
“Debate as the Archetype of Religious Thought” by Jean-Noél Robert (Professor,
College de France), three lectures, and a panel discussion coordinated by Yasuro Abe,
director of CHT, in which five eminent scholars considered possibilities for future rongi
studies.

In addition, the fourth meeting of the continuing “Workshop on Tannisho
Commentarial Materials” was held at the Omiya Campus, June 22—-24. This workshop
was initiated two years ago through an academic exchange agreement between the
Institute of East Asian Studies at the University of California, Berkeley, and the Shin
Buddhist Comprehensive Research Institute at Otani University. In this workshop,
participants from the United States, Israel, Taiwan, and Japan gathered to translate
commentaries on the Tannisho written during the Edo period into English. The fifth
meeting will be held at UC Berkeley in March 2019.



Finally, the Applied Research Division of the Center promotes research based on the
teachings of Buddhism, confronting anguish and grief in the modern world to create
practical solutions to help ease social problems and ills. One such activity for
transforming research results into social support is the “Grief Care Open Lectures.”
Held since 2016 jointly with the Grief Care Research Center (GCRC) at Sophia
University, the lectures have drawn large audiences. The Applied Research Division in
cooperation with the GCRC also promotes research that aligns with the Chaplaincy
Training Program, thereby returning its research results to education (Graduate School
of Practical Shin Buddhist Studies) and society.

We would like to express our deepest gratitude to the contributors. We hope this
e-journal will find a wide audience among researchers in Japan and around the world,
thus contributing to building an international network of Buddhist studies.
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